Emphysematous cholecystitis in an elderly woman: case report and review of the literature.
Cholecystitis, a frequent diagnosis in emergency departments, has been discussed extensively in the medical literature. We report a case of emphysematous cholecystitis, an unusual form of this disease process, including the classic radiographic findings. We also offer a review of the literature, emphasizing the proposed pathophysiology and the life-threatening nature of this surgical condition. Early recognition and surgical consultation are vital in these patients.